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Introduction

In 1999, the TI’azt’en Nation and the University of Northern
British Columbia (UNBC) celebrated the founding of the John
Prince Research Forest (JPRF), the first co-managed research
forest of its kind in Canada. Situated in an area simultaneously
identified by the TI’azt’en Nation as traditional territory, and
the BC government as ‘unallocated’ Crown land, the JPRF
required a significant revisualization of the landbase. This
research explores the re-making of that space, and the unique
co-management partnership that evolved with it.

Re-Making Space in North-Central BC: The John Prince
Research Forest (JPRF), 1993 to 1999

Donna Atkinson and Gail Fondahl, UNBC

The Initial Vision

The initial vision behind the JPRF is attributed to Dr. Fred
Gilbert, founding Dean of Natural Resources and Environmental
Studies (NRES) at UNBC. Arguing that “any forestry program
worth its salt has to have a research forest,” Gilbert worked with
the Ministry of Forests in 1993 to identify a parcel of unallocated
land that would suit UNBC’s research and education needs.
Selected for its diverse landscape and proximity to Prince
George, the proposed site posed a significant challenge — it was
within the traditional use area of the Tl’azt’en Nation and was
subject to prospective land claims. Eager to create a positive
working relationship with the TI’azt’en, and with other
stakeholders including the new Fort St. James Land and Resource
Management Plan (LRMP) Working Group, Gilbert and Dr. Wini
Kessler, Chair of UNBC’s Forestry Program, began stakeholder
consultations.
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Contested Space
Following preliminary negotiations with Tl’azt’en
Deputy Chief John Prince, Gilbert composed a draft
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in 1994,
indicating UNBC'’s intention to consult with Tl’azt’en
regarding activities on the research forest. Privileging
TI’azt’en claims to the space by means of consultation,
however, was not a satisfactory arrangement for TI’azt’en
or for the various stakeholders represented by the LRMP.
Demanding more than ‘a voice’ in the management of the
forest, the TI’azt’en lobbied for an equal partnership with
UNBC.
The LRMP, for its part, argued that the MOU privileged
TI’azt’en claims at the expense of other stakeholders and
gave ‘a perception of ownership of the land’ by the
TlI’azt’en. UNBC, Tl’azt’en, and the LRMP held diverse
and even contradictory images of the landbase and how a
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and by whom it should be managed.




