




Project
Each group of three students will present a report on Canadian companies, Canadian financial institutions, an industry that is prominent in Canada or policy issues that are relevant to Canadian economy. As this is your final year in school, it may be helpful for you to familiarize with different companies that could be your potential employers. It would be a good idea to do research on individual companies: their history, current operations, future prospective and especially employment opportunities. They do not have to be big companies. The best choices would be the companies that you are personally familiar with. To avoid repetition, please tell me once your group has decided on a company. 
The following are some of the suggestions. But it will be better for you to choose your own topics. 
1. Potash, its use, production, reserve, Potash Corp, merger update
2. Natural gas, EnCana, the cost structure in natural gas production, the quality and price of natural gas

3. Pipelines and choices, value of a commodity. 
4. The total cost of Canadian oil and middle east oil to US consumers

5. Canfor pulp mill pollution reduction grant: Autonomy of policy
6. Peak oil, peak resources and financial crisis: Reference: Why Your World Is About to Get a Whole Lot Smaller: by Jeff Rubin

7. Natural resources and the future of Canadian economy

8. Global warming, policies and Canadian economy

9. Fiscal stimulus: A shot in the arm. Better than drugs? 

10. Central banks and monetary policies: On sound foundation? 

11. Natural resources, fertility and long term performance of financial markets
12. Possible new bubbles in the future
13. Measurement of inflation
14. Subprime mortgages: Lowering the hurdle in a rising market. Why subprime crisis is inevitable? 

15. Goldman Sachs: financial prowess and political power

16. AIG and CDS: Stability is destabilizing. How high credit rating is used for risky business

17. Citigroup: Too big to fail

18. Bear Stearns and Lehman Brothers: Traders, win big lose big

19. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac: The relations between government and business

20. Rating agencies:  Their business model.  
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