WOMEN AND SPEECH
WOMAN = CHASTITY+OBEDIENCE+SILENCE

"…not only the arms but indeed also the speech of women never be made public; for the speech of a noble woman can be no less dangerous than the nakedness of her limbs" (Francesco Barbaro, "On Wifely Duties").

"See here the reason […] that Women have no voyse in Parliament.  They make no Lawes, they consent to none, they abrogate none.  All of them are understood either married or to bee married and their desires or [sic] subject to their husband.  I know no remedy though some women can shift it well enough.  The common Law here shaketh hand with Divinitie…" (The Lawes Resolutions of Women's Rights, 1632).

"[I]t is a great favour that God has preserved woman for us—against our will and wish, as it were—both for procreation and also as a medicine against the sin of fornication.  In Paradise woman would have been a help for duty only.  But now she is also, and for the greater part at that, an antidote and a medicine; we can hardly speak of her without a feeling of shame, and surely we can not make use of her without shame.  The reason is sin."


(Martin Luther, Lectures on Genesis, 1535-6)

CONSIDER:  POWER~GENDER~LANGUAGE
1. "this auditory" (3.2.13);

2.  The role of the Ambassadors;

3.  The relationship between WOMEN and MONEY and POWER;

4.  What kinds of power operate in this scene?  What does this play of power tell us about the nature of JUSTICE in the play?
