THEATRE AND ANATOMY
"If we will know man we must take … him in all his senses, beholding him with all visages, feeling his pulse, sound him to the quicke, entring into him with a candle and snuffer, searching and creeping into every hole, corner, turning, closet, and secret place, and not without cause.  For this is the most subtile and hypocriticall couert and counterfeit of all the rest, and almost not to be knowen."


(Pierre Charron, Of Wisdome)

Tragedy is a striptease in which the body of intrigue/the intriguing body is progressively revealed, leaving less and less to the imagination until at the consummation or climax all becomes exposed and known. (Robert Ornstein, Moral Vision)

CONVENTIONS OF EXPOSURE:

· Reporting/Eavesdropping

· "Treacherous entertainments"

· Disguise

· Bodiliness: pregnancy, nakedness, wounding

· Supernatural elements: omens, thunder, curses

· Physick:  virginity tests, tenting

· Law proceedings: inquisition, self-incrimination

· Madness

· Sexual "penetration"
