Some Notes on

PRINCELY BEHAVIOUR

For he that nameth rebellion, nameth not a singular, or one only sin, as is theft, robbery, murder, and suchlike, but he nameth the whole puddle and sink of all sins against God and man, against his prince, his country, his countrymen, his parents, his children, his kinfolks, his friends, and against all men universally:  all sins, I say, against God and all men heaped together nameth he that nameth rebellion.

(Thomas Cranmer, "An Homily Against Disobedience and Willfull Rebellion,"  The Book of Homilies, 1547)

… The cease of majesty

Dies not alone, but like a gulf doth draw

What's near it with it.  It is a massy wheel,

Fixed on the summit of the hightest mount,

To whose huge spokes ten thousand lesser things

Are mortised and adjoined; which when it falls,

Each small annexment, petty consequence,

Attends the boisterous ruin.



(Hamlet, 3.3.15-22)

… wherefore it behoves a prince to know how to make good use of that part which belongs to a beast, as well as that which is proper to a man….  The moral of this, having for their teacher one that was half a beast and half a man [Chiron, the centaur who was teacher to Achilles], was nothing else but that it was needful for a prince to understand how to make his advantage of the one and the other nature, because neither could subsist without the other.  A prince then being necessitated to know how to make use of that part belonging to the beast, ought to serve himself of the conditions of the fox and the lion:  for the lion cannot keep himself from snares, nor the fox defend himself against the wolves.
(Niccolo Machiaveli, The Prince, 1516 [Italian], 1640 [English])
