Daniel Defoe, Journal of the Plague Year
Making Sense:  Use Value
“Between falsehood and useless truth there is little difference. As gold which he cannot spend will make no man rich, so knowledge which he cannot apply will make no man wise” (Samuel Johnson, "On Autobiography").  
“Our passions are ... more strongly moved, in proportion as we can more readily adopt the pains or pleasures proposed to our minds, by recognizing them as once our own, or considering them as naturally incident to our state of life” (Johnson, "On Biography").

MEMENTO MORI:  "reminder of mortality"

"So I am now, so you shall soon be"

Daniel Defoe, Journal of the Plague Year
Sample Sight Passage

The cart had in it sixteen or seventeen bodies; some were wrapped up in linen sheets, some in rugs, some littler other than naked, or so loose that what covering they had fell from them in the shooting out of the cart, and the fell quite naked among the rest; but the matter was not much to them, or the indecency much to anyone else, seeing they were all dead, and were to be huddled together into the common grave of mankind, as we may call it, for here was no difference made, but poor and rich went together; there was no other way of burials, neither was it possible there should, for coffins were not to be had for the prodigious numbers that fell in such a calamity as this.

REMEMBER:  WHAT, SO WHAT, CONCRETIZE AND ILLUSTRATE.
